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to bear a hand in the defence.    It was the general impression that the Bedou meant to storm the town.
Night was now fast coming on. The enemy made no further attempt to charge, but contented themselves with rifle fire at as close quarters as they could attain. A little hand-to-hand fighting occurred in some places, as we heard afterwards.
When darkness brought comparative safety the killed and wounded, as many of them as could be collected, were brought in. The casualties on our side were evidently not inconsiderable, and the '74 Mauser makes nasty wounds at close quarters. Of course we only retrieved those who had fallen near the gate. Among them were several of the volunteer " town guard."
I hold no brief for the people of Medina, and was till then rather inclined to share the Bedoui view of them. But nothing in their behaviour in this emergency could be held to justify the charge of effeminacy or squeamish-ness at the sight of bloodshed. The old fighting spirit though atrophied was evidently by no means dead. Anger and desire for revenge seemed the dominating emotion in those around me, and many proposed a general sally*feo see if we could not get to handgrips with the enemy.
When it became quite dark and the prospect of an immediate assault was over, the best thing to do seemed to be to go home. Abdul Wahid, who said he objected to all bloodshed, particularly his own, on general principles, had gone off some time before. On the way back I encountered Masaudi fully arrayed for battle ; he had been looking for me in various likely places and had feared that I might be still outside the gate. We returned together to the house to find our host and Abdul Wahid preparing supper.                                      :
Iman left us afterwards to help man the wall, as every respectable householder was doing that night. Masaudi and I offered to accompany him, but having no rifles allowed ourselves to be dissuaded. Being very tired, I slept peacefully in spite of the cannonade which continued through the night.
In the morning we found that the Bedou had drawn ofl and resumed their former sniping of the defences at